Can liberal arts thrive in China? One EERIFEEREARE
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since then, the students’ performance in their classes has helped shift the dial,
convincing reluctant professors “that a student not picking any major in beginning and
wha cauld chanee ma& or without any restriction could perform even better than those

students who study professional knowledge from the beginning”, said Professor Sun.

He credi28d Yuanpei's students’ drive, which stems from a true interest in the subjects
they eventually settle on.

“In China manv students come to university to studv economics.c’
astheirpeatssdedsian, Suidentss waudy that major but don't like it,” he said. “If
Yuanpei students choose a major, they choose it by their own will...in Yuanpei, you truly
love that major.”
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pick a department and simply follog#/ tne curriculum, Yuanpel stuaents must Select tneir
own courses - something most struggle to do.

“Students in Yuanpei are really good, passionate, ambitious [and] know what they're
doing, but some come to Yuanpei just because their studies were good in high school,

“We wanted to put students together to give them a public space so they could hang out,
talk to each other, develop their many hobbies. We want to explore a style of university -
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